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Congratulations
Congratulations to all our members with
special birthdays and anniversaries.

Many congratulations to Asenath Crebo a
member of Christ Church Ashton Mothers’
Union who was 90 years old last November.
Congratulations to Carole and Howard
Taylor who celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on Saturday 3 March.

Dates for your diary
May 17
June 4
June 16
June 25
June 21

Quiet Day in the Cathedral
Whit Walks in Manchester
General meeting, Llandudno
Diocesan Festival,7.30 Cathedral
Thursday Prayers, Cathedral
(please note change of date)

July 4

Salford Archdeaconry Festival
St Stephen, Astley 7.30pm
July 25
Trustee’s,Church House 10-3
Aug 7
2.20pm Eucharist with hymns,
St George Mossley,
followed by tea.
Aug 9-16 ‘Mothers on the Move’ from
Lands End to John o’ Groats
Aug 9
Bolton Archdeaconry Festival
Aug 10-28 Office closed
4pm Welcome the ‘Mothers on
Aug11
the Move’ at Shudehill interchange
Sept 28-30 Retreat at Foxhill
Oct 11
Celebration 2012
Nov 1
Thursday Prayers, Cathedral
(please note change of date)
Nov 3
Autumn Council, St Thomas
Centre, Ardwick Green
Nov 8
2.30pm York Province Service
Manchester Cathedral
Nov 16
Quiet Day in the Cathedral

Lives worth celebrating
Celebration of the lives of those who have
been faithful members of their branches
and leave behind a legacy for us all to
share.
We remember with thanks and prayers the
life of Lillian Latham who passed away on
the Thursday 19 January 2012 at the age of
96. Lillian was a member of St. John, Irlam
Mothers’ Union branch for 57 years.
Pat Orrell who passed away on the 27
December was a member of St. Mark,
Worsley Mothers’ Union for 27 years.

Florence Buckley
by Shiela Webb

Mrs Florence Buckley, St George, Mossley
died on September 25th 2011 just a few
days before her 95th birthday. Florence truly
encapsulated the spirit of Mothers’ Union for
she was indeed a mother to all whom she
met.
She worked tirelessly in the branch as
enrolling member for many years, was well
known and respected in the Deanery and had
many friends in the Diocese. She was also
loved in Devizes, in the Diocese of Salisbury,
with whom Ashton Deanery has a link. She is
greatly missed by all who knew and loved her.
Florence’s son Professor Peter Buckley
was honoured with an OBE in the New Year
Honours list; the citation read ‘For services to
Higher Education, International Business and
Research’. How thrilled and proud Florence
would have been.

www.MothersUnionManchester.org

Come and
join the Celebration!

by The Diocesan President

By the time you read this, elections will
largely have taken place and new officers
will begin to plan for the next triennium.
It is important though that we retain the
momentum of this triennium – right until
31 December! Our theme of Your gift?
Discover and Celebrate! encourages us to
do just that.
As we explore, through our projects, our
fellowship and our spirituality, we will come
to recognise more fully the gifts which God
has given us. Will we also encourage others
to discover their own unique qualities?
We can then fulfil the celebration element.
Celebrating the gifts of the worldwide
fellowship of which we are part; all that
these gifts enable us to achieve through
our projects; our gifts in working together
with the Church to look outward in mission;
and most importantly, celebrating the all
encompassing love of God who blesses us
with our individual gifts.

“A very different
celebration from any
that has gone before
- don’t miss it!”
Opportunities for celebration abound. We
shall have the usual amazing variety of
festivals in deaneries and archdeaconries,
branches will mark milestones – the
beginning of a new branch, the forming of
united branches in newly formed benefices,
centenaries or other notable anniversaries.
Usually our diocesan festival draws the
‘festival season’ to a close but this year (not
without precedent) we have moved things
around. Jubilee year diaries have caused us
many problems, but the date has now been

Page 3

Cymbal

confirmed as Monday 25th June, and we are
delighted that Bishop NIgel will attend.
In addition, this autumn we have the privilege
of welcoming members from throughout
the north of England to the York Provincial
Celebration. Do apply for your tickets in good
time!
It has to be said that the trustees despaired
of finding a venue to hold our most special
celebration. All details are on the back page
and I hope that everyone who possibly can
will join us on that evening, and bring friends
with them. It is an opportunity to discover
and celebrate what Mothers’ Union is and
does, to worship together, to be entertained
and to have fun.
Importantly it will also be the occasion on
which we can give thanks for the work of
members during the past three years and for
the support of our patron, Bishop Nigel, as
he prepares for his retirement. It promises to
be a very different celebration from any that
has gone before - don’t miss it!
Meanwhile, I hope you all have a great
summer:
exploring,
discovering
and
celebrating. Some will be going on holiday
or having ‘days out’. The origin of ‘journey’ is
that which can be achieved in one day – so
let’s take one day at a time, live it to the full,
offer all that we achieve back to God, and
give him thanks.

Barbara

Visit of Lynne Tembey our Provincial President
The visit of our Provincial President Lynne
Tembey has left happy memories with
many members and lasting memories for
Lynne.
Lynne saw the members of Manchester
Diocese Mothers’ Union in action during her
stay. She met with the Trustees and Deanery
leaders at Church House, where she talked
about ‘gifts’ and let them into the secret of
her ‘Treasure box’. (Everyone has one!)
Lynne met IMPC members and enjoyed
chatting with them over their experiences of
Mothers’ Union.
At a meeting with the project leaders, she
met Revd Jan Harney and heard about the
work done supporting the clergy at Wedding
Shows and the opportunity for the display
material to be used in the Deaneries.
Jan said, ”She is a very down to earth,
approachable, warm and friendly person.”
Lynne Longworth writes:- ‘As the Hospital
Co-ordinator I met Lynne Tembey during
her visit as she had asked if she could see
the work we do with the hospitals. Midwife

Michelle Morgan took us round the new
Labour Unit at North Manchester. She was
also shown the work the hospital does with
parents whose babies have died.
Mothers’ Union help make up memory
boxes and make gowns for the babies.
We saw the room they have, especially for
bereaved parents, where they can have
precious moments with their baby. Lynne
Tembey asked a lot of questions and we all
thoroughly enjoyed the visit.
Lunch at the University to talk to the
students and to meet the members who
volunteer each week to make and serve
soup showed Mothers’ Union in Manchester
‘in action’.
There were two opportunities for members
to experience ‘a time of prayer and reflection’
led by Lynne and followed by tea and chat.
After an exhausting three days her visit
ended with the Diocesan Festival, where
Lynne preached. A truly memorable visit!
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Lynne writes:
My love, prayers and grateful thanks for all
the love and care shown to me during my
visit to Manchester Mothers’ Union. I have
returned home with so many happy, positive
memories of our time together.
I hope and pray that in all your outreach
work Christ’s light shines through, and in all
your future work God will enable lives to be
changed so that “His will be done”.
A huge thank you to all the team for giving
me the opportunity to see Manchester in
action and in service to others. May God
bless you all, and may your new members
grow in enthusiasm and love.
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Faith and Policy

Advent
Quiet Day

takes away the fear: our struggles will
not be finished or condemned, but we
will receive joy and peace. Judgement
is a day of love and fulfilment.

Mrs Wanda Benns

That we are dead is not the end of our
relationship with God, we grow and become
more aware of God, and shine with His light.

Held in the Cathedral and led by
the Revd Ian Butterworth, Rochdale
Archdeaconry Chaplain.
The introductory Morning Liturgy contained
some word variations which gave a thoughtprovoking slant to the meaning. The Revd
Butterworth’s theme was ‘’heaven’’ and
‘’hell’’, ‘’judgement’’ and ‘’death’’, under
the enveloping ‘’Remain in my love’’.
Heaven - The harp and clouds version is
caricature but certainly there are not suitable
words for what heaven is. Heaven, where
God is, overlaps our ordinary world; Jesus
showed us God and humanity together.
Heaven can be seen in the Eucharist, in
prayer, in some people, in some places;
at times, when God is there, not us.
The way we look at life, if it is in love, peace,
joy, we are taking God’s hand. Elizabeth
Barrett-Browning wrote a poem which
says earth is crammed with heaven.
Hell. Forecasting surprise from his audience,
the Revd Butterworth bluntly put it that hell
is in heaven. There then was developed the
story of the troll enjoying his life in a dark
cave: an earthquake forced light into his
surroundings which he hated and was now
in terror and pain because he loved the dark.
Judas went out into the dark from light: it
was his own choosing. God is Love and
sent His Son: God wants us to choose
Him. If we reject Him, the choice is hell.
Judgement was the third section, introduced
by the reading of the parable of ‘The
Prodigal Son’. We do not know when
judgement will happen at Jesus’ second
coming at the end of time. Be ready,
get ready. Like the father in the parable,
love longs to forgive and receive love
back. God’s love changes everything,
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With music and hymns, the whole day
was most enjoyable and helpful.

Action and
Outreach

Part of an email received from Assia
Shah, one of the Muslim Chaplains at
the University following an International
Students event”:
“First I was impressed at how well this
had been promoted as we had such a great
turnout. The soup and bread did not stop
being served from 12.30pm with people
queuing in the rain!! Ann, Margaret and
Cheryl, I understand all from the Mothers’
Union, were absolute stars dishing out,
washing and stirring big pans of soup!!
I was so pleased to have the opportunity
to be part of this event, I mingled with the
students, introduced myself and was met
with real appreciation for the warm welcome
they received. Students were asking why
this had been done, and I simply said it was
to welcome them to Manchester. Marvellous!
May God bless your efforts and grant you
good health and all those who organised
and assisted with this.”
(It is reported 8 pans of soup feeds approx
400!). We do ‘make a difference’ – Our Gifts
Discover and Celebrate.
Help is urgently needed to continue our
weekly support of the Chaplaincy in making
and serving soup to the students. Could
your Branch get a team of 3 or 4 together? It
is so rewarding and such good fun.
It all happens in the ‘new kitchen’ at the
Chaplaincy on Oxford Road. Please think
about it and let Judith at the office have your
details to pass onto Margaret Morris who
organises the rota. The more volunteers we
have the better.

A day out with St Mary’s Mothers’ Union
- and “The Clampits”
Enjoy reading this ‘ode’, written by a member of St Mary’s Eccles Mothers’ Union
The MU day out to Haworth
Started off full of laughter,
But the lovely trip ended
With a clamping disaster.
The coach went by the scenic route,
The weather was warm and dry.
We arrived at Haworth 12 noon
With our spirits being sky-high.
Most went round the old Church
Before going for something to eat.
Some had delicious fish and chips
Or went into cafés on cobbled main street.
Some went in the Parsonage Museum.
Others browsed round the shops.
A brave trio went up on the moors,
I bet they didn’t get to the top.
Time was running short –
We squeezed in a cream tea.
Then enjoyed the hospitality
Of the local hostelry.
On arriving back at our coach
We were in for a nasty shock.
The clampers had been waiting to get us
And our wheels were solidly locked.
Jill paid the £75 fine
And we were on our way.
This unfortunate incident
Couldn’t ruin such a wonderful day.

Shortly after this incident there was
an article in the daily newspapers and a
programme on TV about the clamping.
Maybe this was because we kicked up
quite a stir and even went into the local
police station to complain but were told there
was nothing they could do about it as it was
a privately owned car park.
You see – WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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Action & Outreach

The Incredible Years!
by Christine Sharp

Bedtime?
Mealtime? Getting ready?
Tantrums? Attention seeking? Shouting?
No! Homework? Sharing? Household
rules? Co-operation? Social skills? And
so much more!!
Being a parent can be described as being
the most important job that you will ever do.
Parenting is very fulfilling and enjoyable, but
there are times when it seems an isolated
and daunting task. Working through difficult,
yet common situations can be hard for any
parent, grandparent or carer to cope with,
as well as being very stressful.
All children and young people are
different and will exhibit a wide range of
behaviours, some more difficult to handle
than others. Members of the Manchester
Mothers’ Union Parenting Team are fully
trained and qualified to deliver courses,
including one day and taster courses, which
explore common parenting issues, through
participatory learning.
In a supportive environment, the courses
aim to develop confidence and skills in
dealing with children’s behaviours, build
relationships and contribute to the stability
of family life.
Parents are able to meet together to
discuss ideas, problem-solve and share
concerns and experiences in a relaxed
and comfortable atmosphere. It is during
such discussions that parents
discover they are not alone
and begin to form their
own
support
networks.
Courses on
offer are “The
Incredible
Years”
for
parents of 3-8
year olds, and “Time
out for Teenagers”

Page 8

Cymbal

for those with young people aged 9-16
years.
“Social Baby,” from birth to 2 years, will
also be available soon.

Each course aims to:
º strengthen parenting skills and foster
positive behaviour in our children
º build effective techniques for dealing
with common behaviour problems
º help parents interact and deal with their
children more confidently
º address the challenges of parenting
º help parents help their children to
develop the social and emotional skills
needed to deal with school life and
growing up
º give support to parents and families.

Your Mothers’ Union Parenting Team

We are fully trained and qualified to
deliver the following courses:

“The Incredible Years.”
A day of fun and learning on how to get the
best out of your child, covering coping with
common everyday issues and preparation
for successfully starting school. Age range
3-8 years.

If you would like to host these FREE,
entertaining and thoroughly worthwhile
courses at your Church. Contact either
Christine Sharp at chrissharp.flm@
googlemail.com or Andrea Young at
andreamyoung2@hotmail.co.uk for further
details.

“Time Out for Teenagers.”
A taster workshop and/or course for
parents of pre-teens and teenagers,
designed to make the transition from
childhood to adolescence as smooth as
possible for both parent and young person.
Age range 9-16 years.

“The Incredible Years”
Saturday 16 June 2012

9.30am - 4pm St Peter and St Paul Blackley

Saturday 7 July 2012

9.30am - 4pm St Michael’s, Church Road, Flixton, M41 6HR

Saturday 29 Sept 2012

9.30am - 4pm All Saints, Church Lane, Ordsall, M5 3LQ

“Time Out for Teenagers.”
Saturday 19 May 2012

10am - 12noon

Saturday 22 Sept 2012

10am - 12 noon St Clement’s, Grove Avenue, Ordsall, M5 3LQ

Six week course commencing Thursday 1 November 2012 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Watch out for “Social Baby” - how to fully understand your baby and its unique needs.
Available from late 2012/early 2013. Age range birth - 2 years.
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Action & Outreach

Prisons Project in Manchester
by Revd Angela Dand (Action & Outreach co-ordinator)

Last summer, Manchester Mothers’ Union
was offered a very exciting opportunity to
volunteer at HMP Manchester and to work
with a potential Time for Families (TfF)
Parenting Course at Forest Bank Prison in
Salford.
I think that it’s wonderful to be given this
chance to meet a need in our local community,
because we can make a difference. We
can contribute by working with staff at the
Visits Centre, being a friendly face, helping
to welcome prisoners’ families visiting HMP
Manchester and by working with prisoners
and their partners taking part in a TfF
Parenting course at Forest Bank .
It is very important to enable prisoners to
maintain good family relationships. These
make all the difference to their lives after
release and help to reduce re-offending rates.
Mothers’ Union members could also volunteer
in the Tea-bar and Play Area in the Main Visits
Hall during normal visits or on monthly Family
Days, when fathers are able to play with their
children, spending a longer time with them in
a less formal setting.
Over a three month period in 2011, the
figures for children visiting their relatives were:
Children visiting in Main Visits Hall 2400
Children visiting in Category A Visits Hall 123
Total new families over same three month
period 542
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Visits Entitlement is Four 1 hou
(Enhanced regime: 6 visits)
I am very grateful to Revd Charles Gorton
(All Saints’ Team, Salford) who has sent
me this first-hand account of volunteering
at the Visits Centre.
“On Saturday 17th December members
of the Mothers’ Union acted as Santa’s little
helpers at HMP Manchester Visitors Centre.
The Mothers’ Union provided the presents for
Father Christmas, which were given to the
children who were absolutely delighted to
receive them from Father Christmas, as well
as tell him what they wanted for Christmas.
(We gave thirty selection boxes.)
The Visitors Centre at HMP Manchester
is an extremely well run and friendly centre,
staffed by volunteers of which the Mothers’
Union can play a full part.
The Visitors Centre provides much needed
facilities for visitors where they receive advice
and support and can make use of the play

A New Mothers’ Union Branch

MU@8
by Jackie Hatton, Secretary

Our new Mothers’ Union group at St
Michael’s Flixton, MU@8 which meets in
the evening, has got off to a flying start
with an interesting programme of events
lined up incorporating both serious and
fun items.
We have had two meeting now but on
Sunday our January meeting was a very
special one. As part of the Epiphany Choral
Evensong service on Sunday January 8th
we were officially enrolled and recognised
as part of the world wide group that is the
Mothers’ Union.

our visits per 28 days
facilities for the children and can relax before
they go on their visit to the prison.
Volunteers are an essential part of
welcoming families and, most importantly,
making them feel at ease in the comfortable
waiting area. The Mothers’ Union are proud
to be a part of this.”
Following the pilot project with TfT in
Guildford we are now looking for volunteers
to allow us to go ahead with courses at
Forest Bank.
We have a group of potential volunteers
for HMP Manchester, who will be visiting the
prison shortly and then waiting for security
clearance. If you think you are interested in
getting involved in the Prisons Project, please
contact me for more information.
My details are in the Mothers’ Union
Directory.
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In the lectionary we reflected on the
baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist which
seemed to me to be a very appropriate time
to begin a new venture. This was a very
moving service made all the more special
by the prayers and support of the existing
afternoon Mothers’ Union members and by
the presence of Barbara Taylor, President
of the Mothers’ Union for the Manchester
Diocese and her daughter, Rosemary.
Barbara
was
enthusiastic
in
her
encouragement and we know we are
joining an organisation that is committed to
demonstrating the Christian faith in action. I
felt very honoured to receive my badge and
membership card and very privileged to be in
at the beginning of this new group.
Thanks also go to Revd Vicky for leading
the service and for all her support in getting
this new venture off the ground and to Jenni
Beaumont our Branch Leader for putting
together the order of service and for all the
work she has done so far in her new role.
The service was followed by a bring
and share supper which was enjoyed by
everyone - the chocolate fountain was
certainly a hit!

Marketing

Wedding Fairs
by Chris Haworth

Mothers’ Union is pleased to support
clergy at the Wedding Fairs in Manchester
but have you thought of holding one in
your Archdeaconry or Deanery?
All the information you need to promote
‘Getting Married in Church’ is available from
Church House: stands, leaflets and packs
as shown on the Church of England website
www.yourchurchwedding.org
Mothers’ Union has supported the clergy at
two Wedding Shows this year, at the Triangle
in Manchester and Event City in Salford,
a new venue for 2012. The last show is at
Manchester Central Oct 20-21.
Will you volunteer to help on the stand? As
well as those members who have helped in
the past a number of new volunteers helped
and thoroughly enjoyed their experience.
We need members to be seen in the
community, to show that we have time for
those who choose not to get married in
church as well as those who are planning to.
Sessions are 10am - 1pm and 1pm 4pm but if you only have an hour to spare
that would be helpful. If you wish to host a
Wedding Fair or volunteer contact Judith at
the office 0161 828 1427 or email her on
info@mothersunionmanchester.org

Sixty Years of The Queen’s Reign
In June 2012, Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth will celebrate her
Diamond Jubilee.
The Queen is the royal Patron
of The Mothers' Union; a role
which was first held by Queen
Victoria in 1898. Mothers’ Union
in Manchester will be sending
congratulations and best wishes to
our Patron on this special year of
her reign. Many celebrations and
acts of worship are being organised.
The Diocese will be celebrating Her Majesty
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The Queen's Diamond Jubilee with 12
acts of worship across the cities and
boroughs of the diocese, commencing
in February through to June 2012.
These services will give thanks for
Her Majesty, and celebrate local links
between Church and Society.
See
www.manchester.anglican.
org for more information. Has your
Archdeaconry, Deanery or Branch
planned a celebration/event? If so
please let us know for the next Cymbal
and don’t forget the photographs.

Help us to reveal the history of Manchester
and its cathedral by becoming
a welcome or tour guide.
The cathedral is a beautiful medieval building rich in history.
The role of a guide is to open people’s eyes to all of this.
There’s also Chetham’s School of Music,
the world famous Chetham’s Library
and the 15th century Hanging Bridge,
one of the oldest structures in Manchester,
which are so often unexplored.
Become part of our guiding team and help introduce
our visitors to all the stories these have to tell.
If you’d like to find out more or book a place
on our next info session on Thursday 24 May
please contact Lauren Bailey-Rhodes
on 0161 833 2220
or email lauren.bailey-rhodes@manchestercathedral.org
Guiding and Welcoming slots
are 10-1 and 1-4 Mon to Sat.
No previous experience required
and full training will be given.

Your Gift?
Discover and Celebrate!

Mothers’ Union
Weekend Retreat

Friday 28 - Sunday 30 September 2012
Foxhill , Frodsham, Cheshire
For more information
or to book a place
ring Lily on 01663 741070
or e-mail lilycritten@gmail.com

led by the Revd Alison Hardy
and the Revd Denise Smith

Chaplain’s corner

A Creative Flair!
Revd Alison Hardy, Bolton Archdeaconry Chaplain

to explore and enjoy the particular gifts that
God has given us and become aware of how
God is calling us to use them.
Years before I joined Mothers’ Union one
of the things which genuinely attracted me
about the organisation was reading about
the imaginative and creative ways in which
members were serving the needs of the
communities around them.
At the Action and Outreach Conference a
few years ago the passionate enthusiasm
with which members spoke about the
difference their branches were making to the
lives of vulnerable and needy people made a
lasting impression on me.

I’m rather an addict of television
programmes such as Masterchef and The
Great British Bake Off. Not the ones with
celebrity contestants but those involving
ordinary people.
I’m not bothered who wins and I get irritated
by the “expert” judges and their pontificating
but I love watching the passionate
enthusiasm of a diverse range of individuals
and the imagination and creativity they bring
to something as ordinary (at least it is when
I’m involved) as cooking or baking.
Each participant is motivated to give of their
very best in order to transform the mundane
into something very special and mouthwateringly irresistible.

Words such as passionate enthusiasm,
imagination and creativity are easy to use
about The Great British Bake Off but how
often do we think of them in relation to the
gifts we use in God’s service in the Church?
Have we got used to producing another
tray of scones or a ham and cheese quiche
when we could stretch ourselves just a little
further and create some small pork pies with
quails’ eggs or a plate of lemon and ginger
millefeuilles?
God has been gracious to us and blessed
our lives with an abundance of gifts – let’s
celebrate and use them with joy so that we
may bring joy to others.

Salford Archdeaconry Chaplain

Their passion is infectious and I enjoy
watching the pleasure they get from
presenting a plate of perfect food. I also
admit to a slight touch of envy – I’d love to
be able to impress people with my perfect
pastry and deliciously fashionable cupcakes.

Following the announcement of his
retirement as team rector of Atherton and
Hindsford with Howe Bridge and Area
Dean of Leigh, the Revd Canon Dr Robert
Buckley has resigned as chaplain for Salford
Archdeaconry. We record our sincere thanks
to him for his commitment as Salford’s first
chaplain over the past two years.

As you will know the Mothers’ Union
theme for 2012 is Your Gifts – Discover and
Celebrate. Each one of us is encouraged

Bishop Nigel has approved the appointment
of Revd Sandra Kearney as the next
chaplain of Salford.
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Celebration
2012
Discover and celebrate
on October 11, 2012
Albert Halls, Bolton
Town Hall
7.30pm Tickets £5

Be there!

